




simple past 
 

to be = essere       verbi regolari / 
          irregolari 

I was  / wasn't           
you were / weren't        
he she it was 
we were 
you were 
they were 

Was I…? 
Were you..? 

       regular       irregular 

affirmative  -ED/ -IED     vedi tabella (2° colonna)
      

     

negative  SOGGETTO + DIDN’T + VERBO (forma base)  

question  DID + SOGGETTO + VERBO (forma base)? 
  



Come faccio a sapere se un verbo è regolare o irregolare? 

……studiare la tabella…  !!!    � 



POTERE: CAN, COULD, MAY

CAN:
 si usa per dire che qualcosa e' possibile o che qualcuno ha la 
capacita' di fare qualcosa

come tutti i modali si usa il can + infinito senza il to 

AFFERMATIVA: I CAN play football.
I CAN speak english better than last year. 

NEGATIVA: I CAN’T PLAY THE GUITAR.  
INTERROGATIVA: CAN you play the guitar?

La forma negativa CAN’T indica: incapacità di fare qualcosa o che 
non è permesso fare qualcosa

es: You CAN’T park here. Non puoi parcheggiare qui.

COULD: SI USA PER ESPRIMERE CAPACITA’ PASSATE E PER 
CHIEDERE PERMESSO (FORMALE)

CAPACITA’ PASSATA: When I was 20 years old I COULD swim 
very well.

CHIEDERE PERMESSO: Could I go out, please?

MAY: si usa per fare richieste molto formali

May I go out, please?
May I have a day-off tomorrow, please?



DOVERE, OBBLIGO, DIVIETO: MUST e HAVE TO

You must be the change you wish to see in the world. 
(Mahatma Gandhi)

MUST: E’ una decisione interna, indica un modo di agire che nasce 
dalla nostra volonta', qualcuno sente che e' necessario fare 
qualcosa. Inoltre possiamo usare must solo per i tempi presenti e 
futuri, non al passato.
Must sta a indicare un obbligo urgente o sentito da chi parla
Esempio: I'm sorry, I must go. = Mi spiace, devo andare.

Must ha soltanto la forma del Simple Present dell’indicativo 


Quando dobbiamo usare must al passato, dobbiamo sostituirlo 
con HAD TO.


es: Yesterday I HAD TO GO to the hospital. Ieri ho dovuto andare 
all’ospedale


HAVE TO: indica un obbligo proveniente dall’esterno, che non 
dipende dalla volontà di chi parla


We have to wear a uniform at our school.


nelle frasi negative i due verbi assumono significati diversi:

 “Don’t Have To” viene usato quando si vuole dire che qualcosa non 
è necessario, ma che si può fare se lo si vuole (dipende da se 
stessi).
Esempio: “You don’t have to pass the test” = “Non devi passare il 

test” (Non è necessario che lo passi)
“Mustn’t” si usa quando non si vuole concedere qualcosa, un vero e 
proprio obbligo o divieto di fare qualcosa nel modo più assoluto.



Esempio: “You mustn’t smoke in the classroom” = “Non devi fumare 

in classe” (É assolutamente vietato farlo)





VERBI MODALI

CAN,  COULD, MAY. SCEGLI L'ALTERNATIVA CORRETTA.

1. I COULD/ CAN dance very well. COULD / CAN you?

2. Richard CAN/COULD talk when he was ten months.

3. I CAN/COULD see Tim. He is over there.

4. I lost my keys, so I CAN'T/COULDN'T open the door.

5. (On the phone) COULD/ CAN/ MAY I speak to Mr Hopper, please?

6. COULD/ CAN We have the menù, please? We are very hungry.

7. I CAN'T/ COULDN' T ski five years ago. Now I CAN/ COULD do it very well.

MUST o HAVE TO. SCEGLI L'ALTERNATIVA CORRETTA.

1.   You MUSTN'T/ DON'T HAVE TO copy! You MUST/ HAVE TO do il yourself.

2w.   My sister MUSTN'T / DOESN'T HAVE TO follow a diet. SHE never puts on weight 

( ingrassare).

3.   You DON'T HAVE TO/ MUSTN'T touch the oven ( forno). It's red hot.

4.   All employees (impiegati) MUST/ HAVE TO be on time for work.

5.   Do you MUST / HAVE TO work next weekend?

6.   We MUSN'T / DON'T HAVE TO LEAVE early. We HAVE got plenty ( molto) of time.

OBBLIGO O DIVIETO? COMPLETA I CARTELLI STRADALI

                





ESERCIZI VERBI MODALI 

CAN, COULD, MAY. SOTTOLINEA L’ALTERNATIVA CORRETTA 

1. When she was 5 years old, she CAN / COULD dance very well. Now she CAN/ COULD PLAY 

VOLLEYBALL. 

2.  (On the phone) May / CAN I speak to Mr Hopper, please? 

3. CAN / COULD We have the menu, please? 

4. (to your boss) CAN/ COULD/ MAY I have a day-off tomorrow, please?  

5. Nowadays, people MAY/ CAN travel very easily all over Europe. 

6. MAY / CAN you please pass me that book over there? 

MUST o HAVE TO. SOTTOLINEA L’ALTERNATIVA CORRETTA 

1. I  MUST/ HAVE TO follow the procedures. It’s my duty. 

2. I MUST / HAVE TO earn a lot of money. I want to buy a house. 

3. We MUSTN’T / DON’T HAVE TO hurry. We have got plenty of ( molto) time. 

4. You HAVE TO / MUST visit the Louvre when you are in Paris. 

5. You MUSTN’T / DON’T HAVE TO eat meat. It’s bad for your health. 

6. Students MUST / HAVE TO keep their classes clean. 

7. You MUST / HAVE TO see that film! It’s wonderful. 

OBBLIGO O DIVIETO? FORMULA LE FRASI PER OGNI SITUAZIONE. 

!       !    

!       !     

 












